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The Late Nineteenth Century 1850-1914
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At mid-century, Great Britain, France and Russia were the three major powers of Eu-
rope.  However the unification of Italy and Germany altered the balance of power in 

Central Europe and dramatically changed international politics.  Moreover, ethnic mi-
norities in the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary clamored for more rights, setting the 
stage for further conflict in Europe.  During the second half of the 19th century, Europe 
moved into the age of mass politics.  The British Parliament passed a second reform bill in 
1867 and a third in 1884, expanding the franchise.  The ministries of Gladstone and Dis-
raeli fought for the hearts of the working class with progressive policies.  Beginning with a 
republic, then another Napoleonic empire, France ended up with a Third Republic, more 
an accommodation than a choice.  The franchise also increased in Belgium, Germany and 
Italy.
 The last few decades of the century saw remarkable changes in economic, social and 
cultural arenas.  The Great Exposition of 1851 set the stage for remarkable changes in 
the markets.  Mass production helped to usher in a period of rapid growth, despite long 
depressions that gripped Europe during the 70’s and 80’s.  Though this period of mass pro-
duction helped to increase the quality of life, the difficult conditions of the laboring poor helped the 
creation of mass socialist parties in France, Germany, Italy and most Western European states.  Despite 
these developments, economic conditions also helped to create modern mass culture.  Mass circulation 
newspapers, department stores offering an astonishing variety of goods, the emergence of spectator 

sports and the bicycle help symbolize this period.
  The rise in aggressive nationalism was one of the consequences of the 

advent of mass politics.  Newspapers in every country castigated national ri-
valries and encouraged the “new imperialism” that began in the 1880’s.  By the 
outbreak of World War I, the European powers had divided up three-quarters 
of the world’s surface.  Imperialism helped sharpen international rivalries and 
contributed to the entangling alliance that led Europe into two heavily armed 
camps.

  Amid scientific progress, a boom in manufacturing, and the emergence of 
mass politics in Western Europe, many artists and intellectuals worried that 
Western Civilization was moving too rapidly and was almost out of control.

Russian peasants working the farm.
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pation and was beginning to consider supporting 
Victor Emmanuel’s effort in Italian reunification. 
Clandestine partisans started plotting to have the 
then-King of Sardinia conquer Milan. Due to se-
vere Austrian censorship, this campaign was given 
a codename: “Viva VERDI.” Verdi was a secret acro-
nym for Vittorio Emanuele Re D’Italia (Victor Em-
manuel, King of Italy). 
This enabled national-
ists to freely shout their 
support for Victor Em-
manuel, while outsiders 
assumed they were fans 
of the composer. Gi-
useppe Verdi was aware 
of this use of his name 
and is supposed to have 
consented.

Verdi and the Risorgimento

Nationalism: Russia
Class 1: Mother Russia, Father Czar or 
What a dysfunctional family 
Purpose: Can change come from the top without 
support from the bottom?
Reading:
 The Modernization of Russia, 
  McKay (6) 837-841 (7) 835-838 (8) 835-838
 Manifesto to Emancipate the Serfs, 
  Reader XII, pp. 435-437
 Russification, Reader XII, p. 438
Tasks:
1. Take notes on the following topics: Alexander II, 
Alexander III, Revolution of 1905
2. What role does the aristocracy play in the ex-
ecution of emancipation? How realistic is this pre-
scribed role?

Class 2: The Kernel of Revolution, or You 
killed my brother
Purpose: Was Lenin a “true” Marxist?
Reading:
 Marxism and the Socialist Movement, 
  McKay (6) 848-849 (7) 846-848 (8) 846-849
 Our Program, Lenin, Reader XII, pp. 439-441
 Reformers and Revolutionaries, 
   Reader XII, pp. 442-444
Tasks:
1. Were socialists true to Marx’s call for international revolt?
2. How do the terms Menshevik and Bolshevik develop?
3. What is the main idea of Lenin’s Program?

Nationalism, Imperialism and Urbanization
Nationalism: Italia
Class 3: Risorgimento or the Italian 
version of E pluribus unum
Purpose: Will passion or pragmatism win the day?
Reading:
 The Development of Nationalism in Italy, 
  Reader XII, pp. 445-446
 The Revolution of 1848 in Italy, 
  Reader XII, pp. 447-451
 Cavour, Reader XII, pp. 452-453
 Cavour and Garibaldi in Italy, 
    McKay (6) 826-830, (7) 826-829 (8) 828-829
Tasks:
1.  How were the Austrians viewed in Italy?
2. What were the unification plans of Mazzini and 
the Neo-Guelf movement?
3. What role did Cavour and Garibaldi play in the 
Risorgimento?

Nationalism: Deutschland
Class 4: Herr Bismarck und Deutschland or 
Living Dangerously - Cautiously
Purpose: It is better to achieve through “high ieals” 
or realpolitik?
Reading:
 The Constitutional Crisis in Prussia, 
  Reader XII, pp. 454-455
 Bismarck, Reader XII, pp. 456-457
Tasks:
1. What issue was at stake in the Constitutional Cri-
sis?  How successfully was the crisis resolved?
2. Describe Bismarck’s vision of statecraft.

In the 1840s, the popularity of Verdi’s music co-
incided with the Risorgimento. The wild success 

of Nabucco in particular put Verdi’s name and mu-
sic in the minds of many Italians at the time. They 
perceived in Verdi’s works a sadness that reflected 
their own unhappiness with the status quo, and a 
vibrant strain conjuring romantic visions of Italian 
unification. Verdi’s songs were especially resonant 
in Milan, then under Austrian occupation.

 In particular, Nabucco’s “Chorus of 
the Hebrew Slaves”, the tender lament 
of captives in Babylonia, was an im-
mense success, and reportedly could 
be heard sung in the streets of Milan 
in 1843. The song is also known as Va’ 
Pensiero from its first line. 
 Milan was still under Austrian occu-

“Giuseppe Verdi - Verdi’s role in the Risorgimento.” Spiritus-Temporis.com - Historical Events. <http://www.spiritus-temporis.com/giuseppe-verdi.html>.
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Class 5: The New Deutschland or Your Land 
ist My Land
Purpose: Mark Twain said, “The radical of one century 
is the conservative of the next.”  Which is Bismarck?
Reading:
 The Austro-Prussian War, 1866, 
  McKay (6) 831-832, (7) 830-831, (8) 830
 The Franco-Prussian War, 1870-1871, 
  McKay (6) 832-834, (7) 832-833, (8) 832-834
 The German Constitution, 
  Reader XII, pp. 458-459
 The German Empire
  McKay (6) 842-844, (7) 839-841, (8) 839-841 
Tasks:
1. Describe the government structure and political par-
ties of the German Empire.
2. Describe the socialist/liberal policies of conservative 
Bismarck.  Explain this seeming contradiction.

Nationalism: France
Class 6: Republic, Empire and Republic, 
or What Goes Around Comes Around
Purpose: Is the perfect the enemy of the good?
Reading:
 The February Revolution in France, 1848, 
  Reader XI, pp. 426-430
 The Second Empire, Reader XI, p. 432
 Napoleon III in France, 
  McKay (6) 823-825. (7) 823-825, (8) 823-826
 Republican France, 
  McKay (6) 844-846. (7) 841-842, (8) 841-843 
Tasks:
1. Describe the views of the provisional government mem-
bers of the Second Republic.  Was compromise possible?
2. Summarize economic and political developments 
in the Second Empire.
3. What is meant by Tier’s comment that this was 
“the government [that] divides us least.”  Explain.
4. Describe the Dreyfus Affair.  How does this reflect 
divisions in French society?

www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/bitesize/higher/historyPrussian “Manifest Destiny”
1815 1866 1871

Nationalism: Irish Dreams
Class 7: Great Britain and the Irish or 
You Can Feel the Love
Purpose: When does patience run out?  How long 
will people wait for change?
Reading:
 Great Britain and Ireland, 
  McKay (6) 846-847, (7) 834-844, (8) 843-844 
 The Irish Question from Gladstone to WWI, 
  Reader XIII, pp. 463-464
Tasks:
1. How did the Land League and Charles Parnell keep 
attention focused on Irish grievances?
2. Describe the attempts Gladstone made to address to 
Irish problem.
3. Why did the Protestant districts of northeast Ulster 
oppose home rule?

Nationalism: Et alii
Class 8: Nationalism in Europe, or Not 
Just For the “Big Guys”
Purpose: Do people share common dreams and 
hopes for government representation?
Reading:
 Switzerland, 
  Reader XIII, pp. 466-467
 Northern Europe: Denmark, Norway and Sweden, 
  Reader XIII, pp. 468-470
 Spain, 
  Reader XIII, pp. 470-473
 Southern Europe: Rumania, Bulgaria, Serbia
  Reader XIII, pp. 478-481
 Southern Europe: Greece, Turkey and the Balkans
  Reader XIII, pp. 481-484
Tasks:
1. For the assigned section above,  take notes.  Be pre-
pared to present your information in class.
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Views of the New Imperialism

Picture A Picture B Picture C Picture D

Imperialism
Class 9: Market Forces and the New 
Imperialism or Being Modern Cheaply
Purpose: Is money the overarching cause of division?
Reading:
 The Rise of Global Inequality, 
  McKay (6) 857-858, (7) 856-857, (8) 856 
 Causes of the New Imeprialism
  McKay (6) 877-880, (7) 872-877, (8) 873-876
Tasks:
1. Was the New Imperialism a result of the industrial 
revolution?
2. Define the reasons given for the rise of the New 
Imperialism.

Class 10: Western Imperialism or Mak-
ing the World Safe for Modernism
Purpose: What are the lasting impacts of Imperialism?
Reading:
 Western Imperialism, 
   McKay (6) 871-880, (7) 869-877, (8) 869-876
 Domination of Indigenous People, 
   Reader XIV, pp. 521-522
 Social Darwinism, 
   Reader XIV, pp. 522-524
Tasks:
1. What was the goal/outcome of the International 
Conference on Africa in Berlin?
2. How did the concept of “social Darwinism” justify the 
new imperialism?
3. Examine the editorial cartoons in the section Views of 
the New Imperialism. (p. 45)  Choose one and summarize 
the view it expresses about imperialism.

 The only stumbling block 
to his dream of British su-
premacy in South Africa was 
the  Boer Republic of Trans-
vaal. Following the discovery 
of gold, Transvaal was be-
coming increasingly wealthy 
and powerful. Rhodes answer 
to this problem was a coup. 
Rhodesian and Bechuanaland gendarmerie would enter  in 
support of an uitlander uprising in Johannesburg. [T]he 
Jameson Raid was botched from the start and the raiders 
were easily intercepted and captured by the Boers. Rhodes’ 
part in the fiasco led to his retirement from public life. The 
ramifications of the raid culminated in the Boer War be-
tween 1899 and 1902. 
 Rhodes death led to prolonged mourning. He was ruthless, 
amoral and instinctively acquisitive yet  single-mindedly 
followed his plan “to make the world English.” Rhodes left 
a will that was to create one of the most successful educa-
tional endowments of all time: The Rhodes Scholarships.

Rhodes’ plans for the advancement of British interests in 
southern Africa were made possible by his vast wealth. 

He had come by his fortune as a diamond miner and entre-
preneur. Rhodes had taken over his brother’s claims in the 
de Beers mine in Kimberley when he was 17. He proved an 
outstanding businessman and in 1872, when the other min-
ers felt they had hit rock bottom and there were no further 
diamonds to mine, Rhodes purchased as many claims from 
despairing miners as he could. His gamble paid off. In 1888, 
through a combination of persuasion, bullying and sharp 
business practice he formed the leading diamond company 
in the world, owning all the South African mines and thus 
90% of global diamond production. 
 In 1881, he became a member of the Cape Parliament; by 
1890, Prime Minister. [H]is ambitions for the Anglo rule 
of southern Africa had moved towards Zambesia. Rhodes’ 
Company obtained mining and farming rights in Masho-
naland, having successfully duped the Matabele King, Lo-
bengula. By 1896, Rhodes’ company forces had put down 
all resistance and a new addition to the British Empire was 
aptly named Rhodesia after its founder. 

“Empires : Queen Victoria : The Changing Empire : Characters : Rhodes.” PBS.  <http://www.pbs.org/empires/victoria/empire/rhodes.html>.

Cecil Rhodes and Empire
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Urbanization
Class 11: 19th Century Urbanization or 
Is It Modern Yet?
Purpose: Do these changes make Euopre modern?
Reading:
 Rapid Industrialization and its Challenges, 1870 to 1914,  
   Reader XIV, pp. 487-488
 The Electric Revolution, Reader XII, p. 488-490
Assigned Reading
 Taming the Cities, 
   McKay (6) 789-797, (7) 787-795, (8) 787-795
 Rich and Poor and Those In Between, 
   McKay (6) 797-805, (7) 796-805, (8) 795-805
 The Changing Family, 
   McKay (6) 805-813, (7) 805-812, (8) 805-812
Tasks:
1. Why was this time referred to as the belle epoque?
2. In what way did the electric revolution change society?
3. After reading the assigned section, summarize the 
changes in a complete paragraph.  Be prepared to 
present your information in class.

Class 12 & 13: Social Thought or the Way 
We Were Are
Purpose: Are these ideals the final expression of humanism?
Reading:
 Consumerism and Department Stores,
  Reader XIV, pp. 490-491
 Sports in Mass Society, Reader XIV, pp. 492-493
Tasks:
1. In what ways do these areas reflect a change in the 
way of life for the people of Europe?
2. For the section you are assigned, you should
  •Take notes on the introduction and
  •Summarize the main idea of the selection
 Assigned Reading
  Freud and the Study of the Irrational,
   Reader XIV, pp. 494-499
  Nietzche’s Embrace of the Irrational,
   Reader XIV, pp. 499-503
  Woman’s Sufferage, Reader XIV, pp. 504-510
  The Catholic Church, Reader XIV, pp. 511-516
  Charles Darwin, Reader XIV, pp. 517-521

Class 14 & 15: Entertainment or Not?
Purpose: Is “high” culture relevant today?
Tasks:
1. Report on the themes of the operas you were assigned. 
 Operas by Guiseppe Verdi:
  Aida, Rigoletto, La Traviata
 Operas by Richard Wagner:
  Gotterdammerung, Lohengrin
 Operas by 
  George Bizet: Carmen; 
  Charles Gounod: Faust 
  Gioachino Rossini: Barber of Seville
 Operas by Gilbert and Sullivan:
   HMS Pinafore, Pirates of Penzance, The Mikado

During a time of industrial change and cultural ad-
vancement, Paris became the new home for many, 

overcrowding the ancient districts and spreading dis-
ease. The city, which had been untouched since the 
Middle Ages, was in dire need of reflecting the new 
modern ways and putting an end to the spreading medi-
cal epidemics. The tight confines of Medieval Paris were 
hindering the city’s potential for growth and desire to 
transform into a well-organized urban center. Napo-
leon III set about bringing order and structure to the 
chaotic, cramped city and putting an end to its’ identity 
crisis. Baron Georges-Eugene Haussmann, chosen by 
Napoleon III to lead the project, created new roads, 

public parks, 
public monu-
ments, as well 
as installing 
new sewers and 
changing the 
archi tectura l 
façade of the 
city. Napoleon 
III set out to 
undertake one 
of the largest 
urban transfor-
mations since 
the burning 
of London in 
1666.

 Napoleon had a greater interest in the techniques and 
new materials that were to be used, while Haussmann 
paid more interest to the aesthetic quality of the mod-
ernization project. Yet both men adhered to the classi-
cal style, creating a metropolis of neoclassical wonder.
 Haussmann molded the city into a geometric grid, 
with new streets running east and west, north and 
south, dividing Medieval Paris into new sections. His 
plan brought symmetry to the city, something it was 
lacking beforehand. No Parisian neighborhood was left 
untouched by Haussman’s hand. “The new streets were 
also wider than most of their predecessors, for rea-
sons of public health and traffic engineering.” During a 
time when the city was filled to the brim with people, 
disease was a large risk.  The widening of the streets 
would relieve the cramped city and allow for the people 
to get around more easily. It also allowed for an in-
crease in height of the buildings, providing more room 
for the people of Paris to live and thrive in. Running 
alongside the new roads were rows of chestnut trees, 
which allowed Haussmann to maintain the geometric 
and symmetrical aesthetic that he had created with the 
new roads. They not only served as new roadways for 
general use, but also as streets leading to the center of 
Paris from the train stations scattered throughout the 
city, as well as roads that led to the monuments that 
were found throughout the city. 
Kirkmann, Emily. “Haussmann’s Architectural Paris - Architecture in the 
Era of Napoleon III - The Art History Archive.” The Art History Archive: Ar-
chitcture. 2007.  <http://www.arthistoryarchive.com/arthistory/architecture/

A New Paris
Haussmann and Napoleon III
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The Great War began in August 1914.  Most people believed that war would be over by 
Christmas, however, a military stalemate, featuring trench warfare, made the war last 

much longer and take the lives of millions of soldiers and civilians.  In the war’s wake, four 
empires fell.  One, a revolution, overthrew the tsar of Russia and eventually established the 
Bolsheviks in power.
 The Versailles Peace Treaty signed between the victors and the vanquished left a legacy of nationalist dis-
satisfaction and hatred.  Out of the economic, social and political turmoil of the 1920’s and 1930s emerged 
authoritarian movements that swept to power in many European countries.  In Italy, Mussolini’s  fascists 
seized power in 1922;  in Germany, Hitler’s National Socialist Party grew in strength through the early years 
of the Great Depression.  In the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin became head of the Communist Party, purging 
rivals within the party and launching a series of reform that would see the USSR grow in strength and vitality 
throughout the depressionary 30’s.  Britain and France looked on alarmed but were too caught up in their 
own domestic challenges to become involved.  
 After coming to power in 1933 Hitler rearmed Germany and disdainfully violated the Treaty of Versailles 
by reoccupying the Rhineland in 1936 and forging a union with Austria.  That same year Mussolini and Hitler 
supported a right-wing nationalist uprising in Spain against the democratic Spanish Republic.  Soon Hitler 
would use the court of world opinion to gain control of the newly born Czechoslovakia and eventually spur 
war when he initiated his long planned invasion of Poland.  World War II in Europe had begun.
 By wars’ end, seventeen million people would be killed in fighting, and another twenty million would die 
as civilians, including more than six million Jews, systematically exterminated by the Nazis during the Ho-
locaust.  Nineteen forty five would see the end of this period of crazed and maniacal anxiety only to usher in 
a new and potentially more dangerous period from 1945 to 1989, a period in which nuclear arms made the 
threat of a new war even more horrible.

The Age of Modern Conflict 1914-1945
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Picture A

Picture C

Picture D Life in

1900
The world 
we know 

today

Picture B

Class 16: Essay and Multiple Choice Test: Nationalism, Imperialism and Urbanization
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Colonial Empires in 1914

Colonization of Africa 1893

Colonization of Africa 1880
Italian Unification 

1859-1864

German Unification 
1865-1871

http://pagesperso-orange.fr/houot.alain/Hist/xix/xix.html


